
"A CALL TO ACTION FROM  ENVIRONMENTAL
LAW"

Tegucigalpa, our beautiful capital, faces a
silent and deadly enemy: environmental
pollution. Air pollution levels have reached
dangerous levels, putting the health of its
inhabitants at risk. The situation is critical, but
not lost.

A solid legal framework, but with challenges
Honduras has an extensive legal framework for
the protection of the environment. The
General Environment Law (Decree No. 72-
1993) is the main law, complemented by other
sectoral laws and specific regulations for
different types of pollution (National Congress
of the Republic of Honduras, 1993).

Among the most relevant laws are:
Forestry, Protected Areas and Wildlife
Law (Decree No. 317-2003) (National
Congress of the Republic of Honduras,
2003).
Drinking Water and Basic Sanitation Law
(Decree No. 122-2003) (National Congress
of the Republic of Honduras, 2003).
Mining Law (Decree No. 100-1998)
(National Congress of the Republic of
Honduras, 1998).
Law for the Prevention and Control of Air
Pollution (Decree No. 84-1999) (National
Congress of the Republic of Honduras,
1999).
.

The Secretariat of State in the Offices of Natural Resources and
Environment (SERNA) is the government entity responsible
for the stewardship of the environmental sector in Honduras
(SERNA, s.f.). SERNA is responsible for formulating,
implementing and evaluating the national environmental
policy, as well as coordinating the actions of other State
institutions in environmental matters.
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What can we do?
Air pollution in Tegucigalpa is a problem
complemented by challenges that require
urgent attention. It is necessary to
implement forceful measures by the
government, the private sector and civil
society to improve the air quality in the
city and protect the health of its
inhabitants.

Recommendations
Reduce vehicle emissions: Encourage
the use of public transportation,
cycling and walking.
Improve solid waste management:
Implement recycling and composting
programs.
Control industrial emissions: Establish
stricter regulations for polluting
industries.
Protect forests: Implement measures
to prevent and combat wildfires.

Mid-May Pollution Levels
On May 15, 2024, Tegucigalpa
registered an Air Quality Index
(AQI) of 406, classified as
"dangerous" to health (IQAir, 2024).
Wildfire smoke and industrial
emissions were the main culprits for
this situation.

May 31st Pollution Levels
As of May 31, 2024, the AQI in
Tegucigalpa is 374, still within the
"dangerous" range for health
(IQAir, 2024). While this value
represents a slight improvement
compared to May 15, it is still a
cause for concern.

Tegucigalpa, the capital of Honduras, faces serious environmental pollution problems, mainly due to the emission of
greenhouse gases, air pollution by particulate matter, water pollution by wastewater and soil pollution by solid waste
(SERNA, s.f.).

While there is a slight decrease in
the AQI between May 15 and May
31, the air quality in Tegucigalpa
remains a serious public health
problem. Wildfires and industrial
emissions continue to be the main
sources of pollution. (IQAir. (2024).
Air Quality in Tegucigalpa,
Honduras)
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